


FOR CONSIDERATION
 PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES ARE THREE TIMES MORE LIKELY TO BE 

VICTIMS OF NON-FATAL CRIMES THAN PEOPLE WITHOUT DISABILITIES 

(HARRELL, 2014).

 A REPORTED 94% OF PEOPLE WITH ASD HAVE BEEN VICTIMS OF 

BULLYING (LITTLE, 2002).

COMPARED TO STUDENTS WITH OTHER DISABILITIES, THE RISK OF 

REPEATED VICTIMIZATION IS HIGHEST FOR STUDENT WITH ASD (13.8 

TIMES MORE LIKELY) (BLAKE, ET AL., 2012). 

UP TO 56 % OF PEOPLE IN PRISON HAVE A MENTAL HEALTH ISSUE! 



INCLUSIVE TEEN AND YOUNG 
ADULT SOCIAL GROUPS

• TEACH SKILLS TO PREVENT 

CONTACT WITH THE SYSTEM

• FAMILIARIZE THEM WITH LOCAL 

LAW ENFORCEMENT

• WHAT TO DO IF POLICE ARE 

CALLED



TRAIN LAW
ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCIES

• DISPLAY CALMING BODY LANGUAGE- SPACE

• USE SIMPLE LANGUAGE

• SPEAK SLOWLY

• USE CONCRETE IDEAS- AVOID FIGURES OF SPEECH

• ALLOW EXTRA TIME FOR RESPONSE   - NOT A LACK OF 

COMPLIANCE!  COUNT TO 10

• GIVE PRAISE AND ENCOURAGEMENT

• A WORD ABOUT RESTRAINT

• GIVEN TIME AND SPACE BEHAVIOR 

MAY DE-ESCALATE

• SEEK ADVICE FROM CAREGIVERS 

ON THE SCENE

• HTTP://WWW.DEBBAUDTLEGACY.COM/AUTISM-ON-SCENE-

RESPONSE-CARDS



TRAIN LAWYERS 
AND JUDGES

• RECEPTIVE/EXPRESSIVE 

LANGUAGE DEFICITS

• AVOIDING EYE CONTACT

• CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING.  HAVE THE 

PERSON REPEAT BACK IN THEIR OWN WORDS 

THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR RIGHTS.

• NOT NECESSARILY AN INDICATOR OF LYING OR 

EVASIVENESS.

• MAY MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR THEM TO READ 

THE SOCIAL INTENT OF THE POLICE OFFICER. 



CONDUCT PRISON 
EVALUATIONS



EXPERT WITNESS TESTIMONY



DEVELOPING 
DIVERSION 

PLANS 





QUESTIONS???

• CONTACT DR.  SPERRY AT 571 451 4380 

• DRSPERRY@ASAPSPERRY.COM


